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COLE— ROSCOW— DICKINSON. 
(See Quarterly, XXI, 292-293.) 

Some Corrections by Prof. William E. Dickinson, Morgan- 
town, West Virginia. 

James Cole was not a resident of Louisa, but of Goochland 
County. Among the vestrymen listed in the St. James Northam 
Parish Register were three of my ancestors, viz. : Henry Wood, 
Captain William Pryor (later a colonel of militia) and James 
Cole (October, 1756) (later a captain). This register also con- 
tains a birth and marriage record of the children of Captain 
James Cole and wife, Mary Wills, as well as a record of the 
death of the captain and his wife. The Virginia Gazette, 
Feb. 5, 1780, contains a notice of the sale of the "Estate of 
Captain James Cole, late deceased, of Goochland County," ad- 
vertised by William Cole and Jo. Cole. The latter was intended 
probably for James Cole, a son of Captain James Cole. Re- 
garding the evidence that Captain James Cole was son of William 
Cole, of Warwick County, and Mary Roscow, and a grandson 
of Col. William Cole, Secretary of State, and Martha Lear, 
daughter of Col. John Lear, my family tradition bears out the 
statement. And when we consider that Captain James Cole's 
daughter, Mary, my grandfather's grandmother, was personally 
known by my grandfather, who died in 1895, the family account 
of her ancestry back three and four generations is hardly tradi- 
tion. My father, William Cole Dickinson, bears the name of his 
distinguished ancestor. He as well as my grandfather, has often 
talked of the proud, eccentric old lady, Mary (Cole) Dickson, 
who died at the age of eighty-one, only thirteen years before 
the birth of my father. In stating the issue of Captain James 
Cole and Mary Wills, you should have listed them as follows: 
(1) Mary (b. Dec. 19, 1747); (2) James (b. Dec. 24, 1751); 
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(3) William (b. May 2, 1755) ; (4) Catherine (b. May 31, 1753) ; 
(5) Susannah (b. March 23, 1760) (6) Roscow (b. March 9, 
1762); (7) Susannah (b. Aug. 19, 1766). 

While Mary (Wills) Cole died in July, 1770, in Goochland 
County, it is not her tombstone that is on the Dickinson planta- 
tion in Louisa. And the dates you gave for James Dickinson 
are those on the tombstone of his wife, Mary. At "Belle Isle," 
the old Dickinson home near Frederick Hall, Louisa County, 
are some well preserved tombstones. One is in memory of James 
Dickinson, born in 1742, died Sept., 1828; another is in memory 
of Mary (Cole), wife of James^ Dickinson, born in 1748 (should 
have been Dec. 19, 1747), died April, 1830. 

Your list of the children of James Dickinson and Mary Cole, 
which is correct, contains that of my great-grandfather, Captain 
James Cole Dickinson. He was born Dec. 24, 1781, according 
to the St. James Northam Parish Register, but December '25th, 
according to his family Bible and his tombstone. From his Bible 
the following was extracted. 

James Cole Dickinson married Oct. 15, 1800, Mary San- 
dridge, daughter of Joseph Sandridge and Mary Shelton. Their 
children: (1) Roscow Cole (b. June 21, 1802) ; (2) Jane Rob- 
ertson (b. July 9, 1804) ; (3) Joseph Sandridge (b. March 20, 
1818) ; (4) Elizabeth L. A. (b. Jan. 12, 1810, d. March 27, 
(5) Lucy Ann Overton (b. Dec. 14, 1815) ; (6) James Thomas 
(b. April 6, i8i7( (7) Mary Lewis (b. Jan. 20, 1823) ; (8) 
Claudius (b. Feb. 20, 1825). 

(In a bill of complaint directed to the justices of Charles 
City County sitting in chancery, in the suit of Cole vs Edmund- 
son & als., in IJ74, the orator, William Cole, of said county, 
"eldest son and heir at law" of William Cole deceased, states that 

his father died in or about the year seventeen fifty , "leaving 

your orator's mother Elizabeth his widow and three children to 
wit : your orator and a son named Richard and a daughter named 
Mary all infants of very tender years." The will of the father 
bore date Oct. 24, 1750, and Roscow Cole and Miles Cary were 
his executors. In the month of March, 1752, the widow Eliza- 
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beth applied for letters of administration. In 1756 she married 
Philip Par Edmondson. William Cole, the deceased father, 
owned during his lifetime Buckland in Charles City County and 
lands in Warwick County. The son, the orator, is declared in 
the bill to have come of age about the middle of June, 1765. 

William Cole, the father, was the grandson of Col. William 
Cole and brother, it is presumed, of Capt. James Cole. — Editor.) 



ARMISTEAD FAMILY* 

The following extract from Mr. C. P. Keith's account in 
"Ancestry of Benjamin Harrison," gives all that can be relied 
upon regarding the early history of this interesting Virginia 
family : 

"There is a tradition that the Armisteads derive their name 
and origin from Darmstadt, and the seat of the elder line in 
Virginia was called 'Hesse.' Without deciding when or whether 
in modern times they crossed the German Ocean, it is sufficient to 
say that they were Englishmen, for several generations before 
William Armistead came to America, the name, with varied 
spelling, frequently appearing in Yorkshire Records of the time 
of Queen Elizabeth. The emigrant to America seems, from 
the names of his children, Anthony and Frances, to have been 
the son of Anthony 'Armistead,' of Kirk Deighton, Yorkshire, 
and Frances Thompson of the same place, who obtained a 
marriage license in the year 1608. On August 3, 1610, William 
y e son of Anthony Armsteed, of Kirk Deighton,' was baptized 
in All Saints' Church, the only church in the parish. 

"Search for a few years later disclose the facts that this child, 
whom I suppose the emigrant, passed safely through the period 
of tender infancy; at least, no burial can be found. His father 
continued to reside there, having other children, and a contem- 
porary named Thomas Armistead, who also had a family. The 
emigrant's marriage did not take place there, if, as I assume, 

* Published in Vol. VI, No. I, which is out of print, and now repub- 
lished here for greater convenience. 



